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 My selected topic for reflection is creativity.  It is an important topic for all of us to 
think about.  I recently heard a speaker, Dr. Punya Mishra, on this topic and I’d like to 
share ten points on this topic of Creativity with you.  (His video presentation will soon be 
posted on our school district website for you to view if you’d like to see it.) 
 

1. Creativity is defined as a way of organizing thoughts:   
“Creativity is not a talent.  It is a way of operating.” – John Cleese 

 
2. An easy way to think about Creativity is to remember these initials:  NEW 

N – novel – new 
E – Effective or useful, valuable, significant 
W – Whole or organic or connected 
 

3. Creativity does not exclude sound knowledge or grounding of deep 
understanding of content knowledge.  In fact, creative thinking is dependent of 
mastery of content knowledge.  Without the rock of knowledge, genius has no 
foundation. 
 

4. Creativity requires that we as educators and parents build in time and space for 
children to imagine, innovate, invent, experiment, play, explore and problem 
solve everyday at home and at school. 

 
5. The IBM Global CEO study indicated that creativity and integrity are the two most 

sought after qualities in prospective job applicants. 
 

6. Three Big Ideas of 21st Century Learning include:  Foundational Knowledge, 
Meta Knowledge (how we act on this knowledge) and Humanistic Knowledge. 

 
7. Trans-Disciplinary thinking is a critical component to creativity and includes:  

modeling, abstracting, patterning, perceiving, playing and synthesis. 
 

8. We all will encounter challenges that require creative problem solving and 
solutions.  One important example of this need is our expanding diversity in all of 
our schools and neighborhoods – and our need to make everyone feel a 
welcome and active and integral part of our schools and PTA.  That includes the 
increased sensitivity to cultural differences, language differences and the 
delicacy of feeling accepted and embraced. 

 
9. In addition, creativity brings us insights in the form of humor too.  Let’s just 

consider the creative thinking of the person who offered these reflections on the 
much debated Affordable Care Act from the point of view of the medical 
professionals: 

 
The American Medical Association has now weighed in the new health care 
package. 
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The Allergists were in favor of scratching it, but the Dermatologists 
advised not to make any rash moves. 
 
The Gastroenterologists had sort of a gut feeling about it, but the 
neurologists thought the Administration had a lot of nerve. 
 
Meanwhile, Obstetricians felt certain everyone was laboring under a 
misconception, while the Ophthalmologists considered the idea 
shortsighted. 
 
Pathologists yelled, “Over my dead body!” while the Pediatricians said, 
“Oh, grow up!” 
 
The Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness, while the 
Radiologists could see right through it. 
 
Surgeons decided to wash their hands of the whole thing, and the 
Internists claimed it would indeed be a bitter pill to swallow. 
 
The Plastic Surgeons opined that this proposal would “put a whole new 
face on the matter.” 
 
The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward. 
 
Anesthesiologists thought the whole idea was a gas, and those lofty 
Cardiologists didn’t have the heart to say no. 
 

I will leave to your imagination what the Urologists and Proctologists had to 
say! 

 
10. And finally, the tenth and final point:  A reminder from that ever creative poet, 

writer and musician, Leonard Cohen from his poem/song:  “ANTHEM” 
 

“Ring the bells that still can ring, 
Forget your perfect offering, 
There’s a crack in everything. 
That’s how the light gets in.” 

 
Our work is done with great love and emerging awareness.  Our offerings – though they 
may not be perfect – will let light flood in – and in that light, there is good. 
 
Let us celebrate this parent-teacher partnership forever. 
 
Thank you for all you do and your devotion to children. 
 

Sarah Jerome, Ed. D. 
AHSD25 Superintendent 


