
PTA Meeting Minutes 

November 13th, 2012 

9:15 am to 10:45 am 
 

 

 

9:15 – 9:25 a.m. Call to Order, Welcome and Reports 

 

Secretary: Kim Kusiciel – Approve October Minutes/Correspondence 

A thank you note was received from Gail Komarek, thanking the PTA for the 

moving Veteran’s Breakfast. 

The committee moved to approve the minutes. Motioned by Sheila Blair and 

seconded by Carrie Conley. 

 

Treasurer: Tracy Ferraro – Approve October Treasurer’s Report 

The committee moved to approve the minutes. Motioned for approval by 

Andrea Burger and seconded by Stephanie Williams. 

http://windsorpta.org/about-windsor-pta/treasurers-report/ 

 

ABC25: Maria Sullivan 

 We made our 25% goal and even surpassed it. That means that Windsor 

earned the incentive of $2500! Mrs. Fabrizio will determine how the school 

will utilize the bonus funds. 

 The Yankee Candle Fundraiser totaled $30,400 in sales for the ABC 25 

Foundation. That is up $6,000 from last year. As a school, Windsor sold 

$4,285 worth of product.  

 The money raised through the fundraiser goes right back to the schools 

with grant funding.  

 Teachers around the district wrote grants and the committee meets on 

December 10th to determine which grants will get funded and then they’ll 

disperse the funds.  

 There is a meeting at OMS 11/14/12 to coordinate the spring Fun Run. The 

course will be the same around SMS. The committee would like to get 3 

volunteers from Windsor to be a part of the race formation. 

 

Legislation: Heidi Graham & Vicki Ursitti 

 Heidi Graham has requested a replacement for herself on this committee. 

Please email the co-presidents if you are interested in this volunteer role. 

 Vicki commented on the SD25 Art Teacher from Dryden, Tricia Fuglestad. 

The teacher applies for various grants and uses technology in innovative 

ways in the art room. She also recently made an art video parody of High 

School Musical called “Elementary Musical” You can view it at 

http://vimeo.com/45715176. This was submitted and screened at the 

Chicago International Children’s Film Festival. It has won several other 

accolades and awards. 

 

http://windsorpta.org/about-windsor-pta/treasurers-report/
http://vimeo.com/45715176


  Another video of hers received McGraw-Hill’s prestigious STEMie award 

and a monetary award of $5,000. Here is a link to the 2nd place video 

http://stemie.mcgraw-hill.com/submission/show/4317 for your viewing. 

 Assessment was a topic to report from the legislation meeting, Chris 

Fahnoe spoke and discussed how assessments are given and graded in 

the district. Similar information was shared at the District Meeting on 

Assessment presented on 11/9/12. 

 There is a community event titled “How We Feel About Crime”, it will be 

offered at the Historical Museum. More information to come. 

 

Communication Chairs:  

 Friday Packets: Gina Makarski 

 Distribution: Heidi Arzbaecher   

Publicity: Alison McLaughlin & Barbara Morrison 

 

Nothing to report 

 

9:25 – 9:35 President’s Report 

 

 Windsor PTA received an honorable mention in our PTA District 37. The 

outgoing president completed the paperwork to submit. It is a reflection 

of all that we do as a group for our school community. 

 Kim Kusiciel was welcomed as our new secretary. 

 Holiday party December 19th 7:00 pm at Katie’s house, there will be a sign-

up for food & wine 

 Reminder: please include VPs on all correspondence with committee 

work.  Please refer to the calendar if you don’t know who to report to. 

Andrea Burger suggested putting the information from the calendar on 

the website. This idea was received well. 

 FYI: We are updating our By-laws this year. There was a meeting at Dunton 

11/13/12 to see what tweaks can be made. Sue Dawson offered to assist 

with writing the new by-laws. 

 The Co-Presidents are working with Council to evaluate and coordinate 

an online registration/PTA membership process as well as the potential an 

on-line payment option for PTA fees and activity fees. The purpose of this is 

to make the process better and more efficient. 

 Kim Kusiciel reported on the District Assessment Meeting from 11/8/12 

offered at Village Hall. The biggest news is that with the expiration of No 

Child Left Behind and the coming implementation of the Common Core 

Standards, the ISAT test will be replaced with the Partnership for 

Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers or PARCC. This new 

assessment tool is still a work in progress and nobody really knows what it 

will look like or how and when it will be administered. It is planned to be 

used during the 2014-2015 school year. Also, two teachers from Patton 

spoke on how assessment results are used in the classroom to formulate 

small groups. They also spoke of the benefits that all of the data from the 

various forms of assessment can provide a teacher; from the simplest tool 

http://stemie.mcgraw-hill.com/submission/show/4317


of classroom observation to progress monitoring tools, to MAP and ISAT 

results. 

 If you ever have any ideas for future Parent Info Night topics, please let 

the board know 

My notes: PARCC vs. ISAT, NCLB  

 

9:35 – 9:55 Principal’s Report 

 Ms. Hiltz had her baby, Christopher Patrick, on 11/13/12. 

 Mr. Gember has started his interim assistant principal position. He will 

spend his mornings teaching and his afternoons as the assistant principal. 

 Mrs. Komarek coordinated the Veterans’s breakfast. It was well received 

and everyone was very moved and wants it to continue. Mrs. Komarek 

suggested that it be built into future PTA budgets. 

 Please remember to Drop and Go and not to double park or cross the 

street in the middle of the road. Talk to your friends and remind them of 

this. 

 Mrs. Fabrizio met with a focus group of about 3 kids from each class to 

discuss the school’s manners initiative. It was informative and they had lots 

of ideas. Some of the students will be working with Mrs. Fabrizio to make 

posters to put around the building and on the doors, this was their idea! 

 Progress reports come home Friday, conferences are next week. Come to 

conferences with questions, remember to be on time, and knock if the 

conference before you is running long.  

 The school is doing a coat drive. The drop-off area will be by the 

homework bench. They are accepting all sizes kids-adults. These can be 

brought during conferences. 

 During the SIP day, the staff worked on monthly curriculum mapping. Each 

month there is an essential question that the students should be able to 

answer. The teacher’s determined what types of resources they needed 

to accomplish this. 

 ****Very important, no balloons are allowed in the school!!! They are not 

allowed for in-classroom parties, costumes, give-aways, or any other 

reason due to the very significant allergies of our students. 

 Ingrid Letzig suggested to Mrs. Fabrizio to remind the teachers to let the 

students out on-time and to remind the parents to drop-off on-time. 

 

9:55 – 10:45 Committee Chair Reports 

 

Event Results: 

Kindergarten Activity Night: Jenn Kalsch & Kelly Moore 

No report 

 

Movie Night K-1: Stephanie Williams, Cari Wilkins, Maria Dwyer 

 The committee noted a good turnout, even with an all class birthday 

party the same night. They will be sending out Save the Dates for the 

remaining Movie Nights to give advanced notice of the nights. 



 It started on time, ended on time, and only 1 child was not picked up on 

time. The kids were good, a little antsy about 45 minutes in, but then they 

settled down. 

 The committee and volunteers enjoyed the new format of spreading the 

movie nights over three different nights instead of three nights in a row. 

 It should be noted that Randhurst AMC no longer gives out free popcorn. 

We can only get what is leftover at the end of the night. The 

disadvantage to this is that we aren’t guaranteed to get what we need. 

 They looked into other popcorn options, such as contacting other theaters 

and a renting a popcorn machine for $100.  

 Stephanie Williams asked for any person that has a popcorn connection 

to please help or to anyone to share ideas with the committee. 

 Lisa Larsen asked how much it would be to buy it in a mass quantity from 

the theater. Mrs. Komarek suggested sending an email to parents to see if 

they have a popcorn machine. 

 

Orbit Skate Party: Debra Kamp 

 6 boxes of food delivered to the Wheeling Food Pantry! 

 It was not well attended. She thought it might be due to the change in 

the calendar because of Election Day. 

 

Running Club: Terese Orlando, Heidi Boesen, Mary Siozios 

 Lots of different activities were offered like interval training. The kids had 

fun, but it was confusing to some kids as to what to do when to go where. 

 

Spirit Wear: Kathy Riesing, Jeannie Petkewicz, Stephanie Williams 

 4 times the amount of sales than in the years past! W are estimated at 

making over $2,000. 

 Kudos to Tom Riesing, he did an amazing job! 

 There were some issues with sizing. The same items are being replaced in 

different size and they are coming in this week. 

 The staff has Spirit Wear Week this week. 

 Student Spirit Wear Week will be the week before holiday break. 

 There will be a secondary spirit wear sale in the spring. Not as many items 

will be offered, but it should still yield good results. 

 

Works in Progress: 

5th Grade Activity Night: Lori Raffone, Barbara Morrison, Chris D’Onofrio, Cari Boyle 

 It is all planned and will have a haunted house theme. 

 The activity night is 11/14/12 and it should be great! 

 

Art Awareness: Kelly Moore & Suzanne Pfieffer 

 Everything seems like it’s up and going. 

 The Art Awarenss meeting was not well attended. Only 4 parents 

attended. 

 Changes to the program include only three presentations in the year and 

the teacher determines when and for how long. There is a Wiki space with 



all of the presenter information ready to download. Then the presenter 

only needs to get the poster before heading to the room.  

 

Character Counts Project Linus: Sheila Blair & Vicki Naveja 

 Planned for Saturday, January 12th, so that all ages can participate. It was 

taken under advisement that this date does conflict with a Music For 

Youth all day workshop. 

 Take advantage of sales at Joann’s and other stores to purchase the 

fleece. The fleece-tied blankets go to children at hospitals for long term 

stays. 

 Mrs. Fabrizio suggested leaving any extra supplies for students to stay in at 

recesses and finish them. 

 Another suggestion was to work with the Girl Scouts to see if their all-

school night can assist with the project.  

 

Junior Great Books: Kathy Riesing 

 Sign-up by Friday, November 16th, 2012. 

 

Juvenile Protection: Sue Dawson 

 She wants to revamp the Say No to Drugs Program and not just do ribbons 

and bracelets. She opted not to purchase the bracelets this year because 

she felt this wasn’t the best use of the budget and that the children didn’t 

take anything away from them. 

 She has talked to Officer Aiello about a flyer to put out to all parents 

about what to say to kids about drugs. The flyer idea was well received. 

 Also in the beginning stages is a plan to have Officer Aiello come to talk 

with kids about internet safety, but only at the 4th and 5th grade levels.  

 Adults only Internet Safety Presentation is December 6th at 7PM at SMS. 

This is a free presentation put on by Sarah Migas, an Internet Safety 

Specialist from the Illinois Attorney General’s Office. 

 Sue has an idea to set up a Hot Chocolate Stand outside of the school on 

conference day. She is finalizing the details and getting approval from 

Mrs. Fabrizio. The thought is to sell the hot cocoa for $1/cup from 9-3. More 

information will be coming. Sue plans on sending an email to the board 

for approval and that will be forwarded to the room reps for distribution to 

the students. 

 

Reflections: Cari Boyle & Cari Wilkins 

 15 projects were submitted by 11 artists. All projects were moved to the 

District Level. See the website to view all of the projects. The committee 

thanks the parents and promoters of the Reflections program. 

 

Sock Hop: January 25th 7-9 pm, Jenise Whistler, Mary Siozios  

 No report 

 

Status Reports: 

 



Birthday Books: Kim Kusiciel & Carrie Conley 

 Everything is going well. They’ll be restocking the shelves again this week. 

 They are on target with the budget and will work with the Book Fair 

Committee to coordinate efforts on utilizing discounts offered from the 

fair. 

 

Book Fair: Chris D’Onofrio & Lisa Larsen 

 Character Counts is going to pair-up with the Book Fair to collect the 

coins.  

 The Book Fair is scheduled for Feb. 7th. 

 

Chess Club: Lisa Costin & Beth Klicker 

 This Friday, 11/16, is the last one of this session, and then they start the next 

one 12/7 and runs for 8 weeks. 

 

Cultural Arts: Lisa Larsen 

 Looking at several assembly options, we have had a great history of 

different events and it was challenging to find something new. 

 Wheel of Wisdom (Dan started it in 1985, done over 7,000 shows, only 1 

date available in May/June) Check out www.wheelofwisdom.com for 

more information. 

 Done at Greenbriar, it was well received and Mrs. Fabrizio was there then. 

 There is lots of audience participation. He aims to get 82 kids involved in 

each of the 2 shows, K-2 grades at 1:15 PM and 3-5 grades at 2:15PM. He’ll 

be done by 3:05. 

 Not everyone will get to participate, but the clips on his website show that 

the entire audience gets excited. 

 Questions are pre-selected; teachers can even ask questions pertaining to 

what the students have learned over the year. Categories of questions: 

entertainment, government, academic, social and pop culture.  

 The show would be Thursday, May 23rd. 

 It should be noted that he books a year in advance. And often times goes 

back to schools year after year. 

 We can do “backstage passes” as an ABC25 raffle to drum up 

excitement. 

 Lisa is attending a preview next Tuesday at 10:15 in Glenview. However, 

everyone was excited with this plan. It seems like it is a go. 

 Cost is $1125 for both shows, which is within the budget.  

 

Ecology: Beth Klicker 

 6,000 composting worms were added to composting pile. 

 All the trays from lunch are recycled at a place in Aurora called DART, 

and they are made into new products such as rulers. Kids are trying o 

clean the trays properly so they can be recycled, since many are 

rejected at the facility due to improper cleaning. 

 Waste Free Wednesdays will be coming. Beth is working with Food 

Services to make sure it is fair for cold and hot lunch kids. 

http://www.wheelofwisdom.com/


 They are also collecting old spirit wear for nurses and to make repurposed 

products. 

 

Everybody Counts: Debra Kamp, Gina Juracic, Mary Raupp 

No report 

 

Exceptional Child Gifted: Heidi Graham & Kathryn Ibata-Arens 

No report. 

 

Exceptional Child Special Education: Jenni Belmonte 

 They are having a Meet and Greet for parents with children in 

Communications, Foundations, and Transitional Kindergarten on 

November 28th from 9-10AM.  

 This will be a great opportunity for parents to get together over coffee 

and talk about ways to support their children with special needs. 

 

5th Grade Committee: Carla McAleer & Donna Radlicz 

 Long meeting 11/12/12, everything is going well. 

 They are trying to collect ideas and moving forward on getting a design 

for the Common’s Banner.  

 Subcommittee work is going great as well.  

 

Hospitality: Peggy Kelly 

Dinner for teacher conferences is being done on Monday.  

 

LMC Coordinator: Maria Sullivan 

Everything is going well. 

 

Market Day: Maureen Sell & Kristin Keil 

 Big month in November, they surpassed $3,500 in food sales. This gave 

them a 15% profit instead of 10% for a total profit of $540. 

 They also sold 93 pies which would have yielded a $183 profit, but at 100 

pies the profit jumped to 30%, with total profit at $390. So they purchased 

the extra 7 pies and sold them at the meeting. 

  The total November profit was $940! 

 The three winning classes for pie sales will be posted by conferences. 

 Congratulations went to Kristin for coordinating the incentives and doing 

a good job coordinating communication with parents. 

 

Membership: Ingrid Letzig & Agnes Kielczewski 

 They are wrapping everything up, and making sure everybody has their 

directory and calendar.  

 

Pre-K: Kathy Bostrom & Kerry Freeman 

 No Report 

 

Room Reps: Heidi Boesen, Terese Orlando, Stephanie Williams 



 The issues with homemade vs. store bought food for the Halloween Parties 

was not as challenging as in the past.  

 Andrea suggested putting all of our party ideas into a database or 

collecting them so that other parents can use them. 

 Allyson will put together a surveymonkey.com survey to pass down 

through the Room Reps for completion. 

 

Scholarship/Recognition: Chris D’Onofrio 

 Last year there were around 46 applications.  

 One person uses a rubric to initially score the blind applications. 

 High School Seniors that were D25 students and have at least a 3.0 GPA 

can apply. 

 The selection process also looks at the applicant’s involvement in their 

school, community, any work, grades, extracurricular and church 

activities.  

 The awards breakfast is very rewarding.  

 

School Garden: Andrea Gadson, Heidi Boesen, Beth Klicker 

 The kids planted garlic. The new cold frames house spinach, arugula, and 

kale. The garden has been cleaned up and is resting until springtime. 

 Character Counts will help them in the spring. 

 

Science Fair: Kathy Neacy 

 No report at this time. Maria will follow-up. 

 

Welcome Committee: Jenn Kalsch 

 No report 

 

Writing Club: Jenise Whistler 

 There were only 5 kids that signed up. This club is for 3-5 graders only.  

 First meeting was supposed to be Monday, November 12th from 3:35-4:45, 

but it was cancelled. The other meetings are scheduled at the same time 

on Monday’s once a month.  

 She is not sure if she’ll continue this or what to do with it. Maria Dwyer will 

follow-up with Jenise. 

 

Yearbook: Maria Subia, Barbara Frei 

 Halloween pictures are coming in. 

 

10:45 Adjourn 

 

Hope to see you all at Katie’s house on Wednesday, December 19th at 7:00 pm 

for our holiday gathering! 

 

Next PTA Meeting is Wednesday, January 9th @ 7:00 pm. 

 

Completed: 



Back to School Social: Gina Will & Ann Williamson (total profit $972.18) 

Calendar: Rachel O’Connell & Kerry Freeman 

Character Counts Week & Vet’s Breakfast: Sheila Blair & Vicki Naveja 

Directory: Alison McLaughlin 

Fall Harvest Sale: Gina Juracic, Debra Kamp, Maryanne Morrison 

School Supplies:  Monica Sparreo & Andrea Burger  

Student Picture Day: Jeannie Petkewicz 


